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}A legislator has an idea

}Ideas come from:
ƁLegislator ðpersonal experience

ƁConstituent

ƁSpecial Interest or Lobbyist

ƁState or local government 



}The legislator files a request for legislation  
with Legislative Research and General 
Counsel (OLRGC)
ƁCan be protected (legislatorõs eyes only)

ƁCan be prioritized (legislatorõs top three bills)

}Bill or resolution



}The bill file is assigned to an attorney at 
OLRGC
ƁBased upon subject area of bill file

}Attorney contacts legislator for more 
information 
ƁThe legislator may refer the attorney to other 

stakeholders: constituents, special interests, others

}Attorney drafts the legislation



}First in, first out basis (JR4- 2- 102)

}Interim Committee bills

}Priority bills

}Priority bill dates:
ƁFirst Thursday in December

ƁFirst Thursday in January

ƁOn or before first Thursday of general session 



}Once complete, attorney sends draft to the 
legislator for final review and approval



}Once approved, OLRGC gives the bill a 
number, e.g., H.B. 45 or S.B. 112

}Copies are sent to:
ƁSponsoring legislator

ƁDocket clerk in House/Senate

ƁBill Room

ƁOffice of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst for fiscal note

}Also posted on the Legislatureõs website
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}The Utah Constitution requires that òevery bill 
shall be read by title three separate times in 
each houseéó (Art. VII Sec. 2)



}Bill introduced in House/Senate by number 
and short title

}Referred to the Rules Committee

}Rules Committee decides which standing 
committee the bill should be sent to



}Chair of standing committee puts bill on 
agenda for public meeting

}Sponsor presents the bill to the committee

}Chair usually allows the public a chance to 
speak in favor or against the bill

}Standing committee may take action on bill



}Amend: make changes to the bill

}Substitute: replace bill with an entirely new bill (must 
be germane to the subject of the bill)

}Hold: take no action, can take action at a subsequent 
meeting

} Table: If not lifted at next meeting, bill returned for 
filing 

}Pass the bill: pass the bill out with a favorable 
recommendation, or no recommendation to the 
House/Senate



}House
ƁCommittee report is read and adopted by the body

ƁNo debate or amendments are allowed

ƁPlaced on calendar for third reading

}Senate
ƁBill is presented to body and debated

ƁCan be substituted/amended

ƁMust pass by a majority of senators present to 
move to the third reading calendar


